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By 2030,
over 

100
locations

islandwide would
have implemented

ABC Waters
projects

About PUB, Singapore’s national water agency

PUB is a statutory board under the Ministry of the Environment 
and Water Resources. It is the national water agency that 
manages Singapore’s water supply, water catchment and used 
water in an integrated way. PUB won the 2007 Stockholm 
Industry Water Award and was named Water Agency of the 
Year at the Global Water Awards 2006.

About PUB’s tagline:
Water for all: Conserve, Value, Enjoy

PUB has ensured a diversified and sustainable supply of water 
for Singapore with the Four National Taps 
(local catchment water, imported water, NEWater, desalinated 
water.)

To provide water for all, PUB calls on all Singaporeans to play 
their part to conserve water, keep water catchments and 
waterways clean and build a relationship with water so we can 
enjoy our water resources. We can then have enough water for 
all our needs – for industry, for living, for life.

Community Involvement
PUB recognises the importance of actively engaging the community in the ABC Waters Programme. One of the 
key aims of the programme is to ensure community ownership of the water assets upon completion. The 
community is thus consulted from the project conceptualisation stage so that the design incorporates the needs 
of the community. 

Promoting Adoption of ABC Waters
Concept by Public and Private Sectors
Since 2011, two-thirds of Singapore is now water catchment. Rainwater that fall in these areas are collected 
in PUB’s network of rivers, canals and drains, and channelled to 17 reservoirs. PUB thus hopes to encourage 
the public and private sectors to implement ABC Waters design features such as rain gardens, bioretention 
swales, and wetlands – environmentally-friendly features consisting of plants and soil media – to capture and 
treat rainwater where it falls. This improves the quality of water flowing to our reservoirs, while enhancing 
the surroundings, and improving the biodiversity of the area.

To proliferate the ABC Waters concept and encourage adoption by the public and private sector, PUB 
developed the ABC Waters Design Guidelines to guide developers and professionals in planning, designing 
and incorporating ABC Waters design features in their developments. Workshops, seminars and exhibitions 
are also organised regularly to educate on the concept, function, design, construction and maintenance of 
ABC Waters design features.

ABC Waters Professional
The ABC Waters Professional Programme was launched to build the expertise of industry professional, and is 
designed to train professionals in the concept, design, implementation and maintenance of ABC Waters design 
features. Industry professionals who complete the programme can be registered as an ABC Waters Professional

Yale-NUS College

The Learning Forest at the Singapore Botanic Gardens

ABC Waters Certification
The ABC Waters Certification was introduced in July 2010 to recognise the efforts of the private and public
sectors in creating a sustainable and more livable city by integrating the ABC Waters design features in their 
developments. Some projects that have been awarded the ABC Waters Certification include The Learning Forest 
at the Singapore Botanic Gardens by the National Parks Board, Yale-NUS College by the National University of 
Singapore; as well as private developments such as eCO @ Bedok by eCO Properties Pte Ltd.

A new category added on top of the current tier is known as the ABC Waters Certified (Gold). Introduced in 
2017, this is the highest accolade for the certification to recognise entries of exceptional standard.
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A City of Gardens and Water
Imagine waterfront living at your doorstep. Take a stroll on the boardwalk next
to a river with lush landscaped banks or kayak in a beautiful shimmery lake.

This is what people can enjoy with PUB’s Active, Beautiful, Clean Waters (ABC Waters) Programme.
Through this programme, Singapore’s pervasive network of drains, canals and reservoirs is being
transformed into beautiful and clean streams, rivers and lakes. By integrating the streams, rivers and
lakes with parks and gardens in a holistic way, new community and recreational spaces will be created.
These spaces will be bustling with life and activities and will transform Singapore into a City of Gardens and 
Water as envisioned by Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong.

Bringing People Closer to Water
Today, Singapore has 17 reservoirs, 32 major rivers and more than 8,000 km of canals and drains.

The ABC Waters Programme seeks to transform these utilitarian drains, canals and reservoirs into beautiful and 
clean waterscapes that are seamlessly integrated with adjacent developments. New postcard-pretty community 
spaces will come about, offering a host of recreational options for all to enjoy.

Launched in April 2006, the programme is part of PUB’s larger strategic objective to bring people closer to water 
so that they can better appreciate and cherish water.

Over 100 locations have been identified for project implementation in phases by 2030. To date, more than 35 
projects have been completed island-wide by PUB. Over 65 projects have been implemented by other public 
agencies and private developers.

“By linking up our water bodies and 
waterways, we will create new community 
spaces that are clean, pleasant, and bustling 
with life and activities. We will integrate our 
water bodies with our parks and green 
spaces and turn Singapore into a ‘City of 
Gardens and Water’.”
– Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
at the launch of the ABC Waters exhibition on 
6 February 2007

Alexandra Canal
The 1.2 km stretch of Alexandra Canal from 
Tanglin Road to Delta Road has been transformed 
into an attractive open waterway with softened 
banks that is seamlessly integrated with adjacent 
developments. A short stretch of the open 
waterway was decked over to create an interesting 
water cascade, while wetlands help cleanse the 
water and provide an excellent opportunity for 
outdoor learning.

Pang Sua Pond
Carried out in tandem with the People’s 
Association’s upgrading work for the Senja-Cashew 
Community Club, this project aims to improve the 
connectivity within and around Pang Sua Pond. The 
enhancements include a boardwalk for residents to 
jog or walk, viewing decks that lends a panoramic 
view of the water body and a stage for 
performances and community events by the water. 

Kolam Ayer ABC Waterfront and
River Vista@Kallang
Waterfront living comes to the doorsteps of HDB
heartlanders. A makeover along a 250 m stretch
of Kallang River between Bendemeer Road and
Kolam Ayer Pedestrian Bridge incorporates new
features such as a floating deck for community
activities and water wheel that allows residents 
to draw water. On the opposite bank, The River 
Vista@ Kallang boasts facilities such as a viewing 
gallery and lookout decks, with plaza areas 
along the river edge. A floating pontoon and 
boat shed was also constructed to facilitate 
kayaking activities.

Lower Seletar Reservoir
– Family and Rowers’ Bay
At the Family Bay, visitors can enjoy 
performances on the multi-purpose stage. 
Children can have fun at the water play area and 
wading stream while the heritage deck offers 
panoramic views of the reservoir and a glimpse 
of the reservoir’s history. Rowers’ Bay provides a 
new location for competitive rowing or a session 
of radio control boating while a linear garden 
with viewing benches allows spectators to watch 
the activities in the reservoir.

MacRitchie Reservoir
To improve the visitor experience at MacRitchie
Reservoir, an amenities centre, a multi-storey
carpark and an improved floating pontoon for
kayakers have been built. A hill-top F&B outlet and a 
new building to cater for canoeing and kayaking 
activities have been created within the reservoir park, 
while a submerged boardwalk along the reservoir 
edge allows users to experience walking on water.

Pandan Reservoir
Pandan Reservoir has become a vibrant water
sports arena with a new amenities centre housing 
the offices of the National Sports Associations for 
canoeing, sailing and rowing. Landscaping and 
wetlands soften the reservoir banks, while platforms 
for viewing and fishing, as well as radio control 
sailing and electric boating have been built

Punggol Reservoir
– Sengkang Floating Wetland
The Sengkang Floating Wetland in Punggol Reservoir 
helps improve the water quality and provides a 
natural habitat for birds and fishes. Boardwalks bring 
people closer to the water to enjoy the scenic views 
and learn about the wetland ecosystem. The floating 
wetland also provides a seamless connection between 
the Anchorvale Community Club, Sengkang Sports 
Complex and the Sengkang Riverside Park.

Kallang River (Potong Pasir)
A new outdoor learning and community space was 
created for the nearby schools as well as residents. 
Activities and lookout deck were incorporated to 
bring people closer to water. Additional plantings 
were provided along the river banks to improve the 
aesthetics of the existing landscape.

Geylang River
The concrete canal from Dunman Road to
Guillemard Road was widened from a trapezoidal 
concrete drain to an aesthetically pleasing waterway 
for all to enjoy. The banks of the waterway are 
enhanced with plantings. There are also nodes 
along the waterway which have the architectural 
design elements reflective of the area’s heritage to 
serve as communal spaces for the residents. For 
example, there will be shelters overlooking the 
waters featuring stylised stilts and posts along the 
theme of Kelong (Malay water village).

Sungei Ulu Pandan
Capitalising on the vast presence of schools in the 
vicinity as well as the Van Kleef Centre, the project 
was conceptualised as “river classroom” to allow for 
experiential learning by the students. The project 
extends beyond the rivers, and showcases the 
importance of treating the rainwater runoff from 
the surrounding catchment before entering the 
waterway. Besides incorporating ABC Waters design 
features, gathering decks also serve as outdoor 
classroom spaces.
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Kallang River @
Bishan-Ang Mo Kio Park
A first-of-a-kind project, the concrete canal
flowing through the park has been transformed into 
a naturalised river with bio-engineered river edges 
using a variety of plants and bedding materials. The 
river is designed based on a flood plain concept. The 
gently sloped river banks will form part of the park 
features, and park users will be able to walk along 
the water’s edge during dry weather.


